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hereinafter known as Play, is subject to payment of a royalty unless written permission is given 
waiving such fee. The Play is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of 
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storage and retrieval systems and photo-copying, and the rights of translation into foreign 
languages, are strictly reserved. Particular emphasis is placed upon the matter of readings, 
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CHANGES TO SCRIPT 

Copyright law prevents this script from being copied or altered in any way by any technical or 
digital means. There may be no changes made to the script including but not limited to casting 
or dialogue without permission of the publisher and/or playwright.  
 
No changes in the script are permitted without written permission by the publisher or playwright. Making changes 
in a published play without permission is a violation of Federal copyright law.  For permission please email Blue 
Moon Plays at info@bluemoonplays..com.  

PERFORMANCE/READING OF SCRIPT 
This script is licensed for production by blue moon plays. It may NOT be performed or read 
aloud in any way (with or without admission fees) in a classroom, around a table, in front of a 
non-paying audience without a performance fee, which varies.  
 
For any performance, you must apply for and purchase performance rights: in class, in school, for 
educational purposes, for paying or nonpaying audiences of any size, as a concert reading or a 
staged reading. 

Anyone receiving permission to produce the Play is required to give credit to the Author as sole 
and exclusive Author of the Play on the title page of all programs distributed in connection with 
performances of the Play and in all instances in which the title of the Play appears for purposes of 
advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploiting the Play and/or a production thereof.  Author’s name 
must be one-half the size of the title.   
 
All performances and/or readings of this script, whether or not admission fees are required, must 
apply for and receive a Performance License. There is a flat 100 fee if you wish to live stream 
performance.  
 
Special Considerations: 

Small-group readings around a table or in the classroom: 

● If you are planning to use this script FOR CLASSROOM USE, you must purchase scripts for 
the members of your class or group. These may be purchased as a downloadable PDF 
(class/group study pack) which may be printed for that class only.  

● If you are a small group doing private play readings for YOUR OWN ENTERTAINMENT or for 
a SMALL SENIOR ACTIVITY GROUP, you must purchase the number or scripts required by 
the characters: these may be purchased as a multi-copy download which will give you a 
printable script that you may copy for that reading only. 

Video Taping 
One video tape may be made for archival purposes only. 
 
Livestreaming 
Livestreaming is permissible with an additional fee. 
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TO PERFORM THIS PLAY 
 
You must buy sufficient scripts for the cast + 3, apply for performance rights, pay the performance fee, 
and receive a performance license.  
 
To purchase scripts:  
 

● Purchase sufficient printed hard copies (one for each cast member, plus 3 for the crew) - an automatic 10 
percent discount is applied to multiple printed hardcopies at the point of ordering. 

or 
● Purchase a Multicopy PDF which allows you to print sufficient copies of this script (one for each cast 

member, plus 3 for the crew). Click Return to Merchant to download your printable PDF. A link to the 
download will also be emailed to you, along with a link to the application for performance license. 

 
To apply for a Performance License, go to the Product Page of the play and fill out and submit the application 
form.  
 
To pay the Performance Fee, simply pay the invoice you will be emailed when we receive your application for 
performance.  
 
Your Performance License for your requested dates will be emailed to you.  
 
 
All scripts and licenses shall be obtained at Blue Moon Plays at www.havescripts.com 
 
 
If you wish to make changes in the script of any kind, you must receive permission from the publisher or the 
playwright. Permission is usually granted readily when schools or theaters face casting problems and the changes 
do not affect the quality or intent of the original.  
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PAPITO 

a family comedy in one act       

Copyright© 2022 Monique Franz         
 

 
Characters 

 
ZOE:  A pregnant Latina mother in her thirties, dressed in her  
Sunday best. 
 
MATEO: A thirty-something, exhausted Mexican accountant in a  
shirt and tie. 
 
JULIA: Mateo’s feisty, intrusive middle-aged Mexican mother. 

 
 
Scene 
Scene takes place in a modest LIVING ROOM in Southern California.  
 
Time 
The present. 
 
SETTING: Scene takes place in a modest apartment where toddler toys scatter throughout the living 
room.  
 
AT RISE: ZOE sits and waits at a table, dressed in her Sunday best with an empty highchair at one corner. 
The table is set nicely with a dinner, getting cold. 
 
ZOE: (to the audience) Someone once said that you know a man is a good man by the way he treats his 
mother. (scoffs) I used to buy into this philosophy. So much so that when I met Mateo, I thought he 
would make the perfect life partner.  
 
He was so loving towards his mother. Respectful. He put gas in her car. He carried her groceries. So, I 
thought to myself—hell yeah. I’m going to marry this man and give him a couple of babies. Well, it’s 
been 1.5 babies so far… 

(points to pregnant belly) 
…and I’ve learned a few things I need to share with you ladies. If you meet a man good to his mother, 
don’t marry him until you consult the flow chart. 

(raises a flow chart to the audience)  
Do you see this here? (pointing) If a guy is good to his mother, and his mother and father is in the 
picture, he is fit for marriage.  

(points to a different point on the flow chart) 
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If a guy is good to his mother, and his mother is in a long-standing, healthy relationship, he is fit for 
marriage.  

(again pointing)  
If the guy is good to his mother and his father is in the picture, but he is underemployed and lives in the 
basement, he is not fit to marriage.  
(points to a final corresponding point  

on the flow chart) 
If the guy is good to his mother and she does not have a long-standing man, then you might have a 
situation like mine…. 
 
(MATEO enters with his tie loosened from around his neck and lipstick on his collar.) 
 
MATEO: Hey. 
 

(MATEO goes to kiss his wife on the cheek, but she pulls away.)  
 

MATEO: What’s wrong? Where’s Maddie? 
 

ZOE: I put her to bed. Where have you been? 
 

MATEO: Nowhere. 
 

ZOE: Is that lipstick on your collar? 
 

MATEO: (checks his collar)Huh?  
 

(ZOE rises and circles MATEO, sniffs around his upper body.) 
 
ZOE: Just what I thought. 

 
MATEO: What? 

 
ZOE: (almost hissing)Pozole! You were with Julia! 

 
MATEO: (stammering, obviously lying)Listen, I can explain…I—I was at a strip club…with a younger 
woman. 

 
ZOE: Not a younger woman, you were with…. 

(with distaste) 
… your mother!   

(to the audience) 
Don’t look at me like that. You don’t know his mother…. 

(again growling) 
This is the woman who…when me and Mateo were dating…slammed doors in my face, saying things 
like… 

(spotlight on JULIA from somewhere in the past.) 
Mateo, la puta is here to see you.  
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ZOE:  (to the audience) La puta. Loosely translated—la puta means bitch. She didn’t even know me 
like that. She was so mean to me. Whenever I called, she wouldn’t give him the phone. 

(spotlight on JULIA, picks up a phone from sometime in the past.) 
 
JULIA: Bueno.  

 
(also in the past) 

ZOE: Good evening, Mrs. Chavez. May I speak with Mateo? 
 
JULIA: (distasteful)Who this? 

 
ZOE: It’s Zoe, Ma’am. 

 
JULIA 
Get lost, la puta.  
(hangs up phone) 
 
ZOE:  
(to the audience) 
She was like this to any girl Mateo dated. But I was persistent, and Mateo was so sweet and cute. I won 
his heart—at least for a little while. He asked me to marry him, and on our wedding day, Julia not only 
wore white, she wore a veil.  
 
JULIA: (dons wedding veil) I have to wear this. (defensive) The sun gets in my eyes. Tell whats-her-face 
to get over it. 
 
ZOE: (to the audience)Note that from this day on, I graduated from la puta to whats-her-face. When I 
went into labor the first time, obviously getting too much attention for Julia’s comfort, she calls and 
demands we stop by her place on our way to the hospital.  
 

(ZOE holds contracting belly and takes Lamaze breaths in background.) 
 

JULIA: (by phone) Before you’re stuck in the hospital with whats-her-face, I need you to come by, okay?  
 
ZOE: (yells towards the phone) The name is Zoe.  
 
JULIA: Whatever. Come first. It’s urgent, Papi! 
 
ZOE: (to audience) Mateo doesn’t even think twice. He straightway tells his mom…. 
 
MATEO: I’ll be right there.  

 
ZOE: (sarcastic) But to be fair, when we got to his mother’s house, it was urgent.  
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