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Special Considerations: 

Small-group readings around a table or in the classroom: 

● If you are planning to use this script FOR CLASSROOM USE, you must purchase scripts for 
the members of your class or group. These may be purchased as a downloadable PDF 
(class/group study pack) which may be printed for that class only.  

● If you are a small group doing private play readings for YOUR OWN ENTERTAINMENT or for 
a SMALL SENIOR ACTIVITY GROUP, you must purchase the number or scripts required by 
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printable script that you may copy for that reading only. 

Video Taping 
One video tape may be made for archival purposes only. 
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UNLOCKED DOORS 

a 10-minute family drama       

Copyright© 2022 Moniquie Franz 

 
 

 
Character List 
 
CHRISTINE:  A thirty-five-year-old woman, sheepish, dressed modestly. 
 
LINDA: An engaging, middle-aged pastor of a progressive non-denominational church. 
 
© 

Scene 
Scene takes place in a church OFFICE of a non-denominational, Christian church in upstate New York. 

 
Time 

The present. 
 
SETTING: Scene takes place in a church office. There is a modest display of Bibles and religious signs and 
messages.  
 
AT RISE: LINDA is folding church programs at a desk when CHRISTINE gives a few courtesy knocks on an 
open door and cautiously enters. 
 

 
CHRISTINE: Pastor Linda? 

 
LINDA: Christine! Good to see you, and please call me Linda. 
 
CHRISTINE: Okay. Um, you have a minute? 

 
LINDA: Sure. Have a seat.   

 
CHRISTINE: (shakes head) Oh—I don’t think that’s necessary. I don’t want to take much of your time. 

 
LINDA: Please. Don’t be silly. I’m just folding the programs for service on Sunday. It’s the perfect time for 
a break. Make yourself comfortable. 

 
CHRISTINE: (sits in a chair at the desk as LINDA sits on the opposite side) Um, I got your email. 
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LINDA: Yeah, I was wondering about that. 

 
CHRISTINE: I’m sorry that it took me a few days to respond, but I wanted to respond in person. 

 
LINDA: Sure. No worries.  

 
 

CHRISTINE: When I got your email about leading the children’s ministry, I was flattered. I mean, just to 
be noticed is nice. 

 
LINDA: Of course, my husband and I are impressed by what we know of you, your involvement with 
Sunday school, your previous work with orphans in China, the specific attention that you give to our 
underprivileged families here at the church.  

 
CHRISTINE: (bashfully) Thank you. 
 
LINDA: I mean, it’s been tough to find anyone who we feel is an ideal fit for leading the children’s 
department. Honestly, we haven’t had the best candidates and were kind of hoping you would apply, 
and when you didn’t, I thought I’d reach out to you.   

 
CHRISTINE: And that’s why I’m here. (pauses) As flattered as I am about the invitation to apply for the 
position, I don’t know that I can or that I’m the right person. 

 
LINDA: Oh, but you are… 

 
CHRISTINE: No, I’ve been really struggling lately. With my faith. It’s been a struggle to even come to 
church. But of course, I have my husband and our kids, and it’s too hard to explain to them where I 
am…spiritually. 

 
(Moves her chair closer to CHRISTINE to sit with her. CHRISTINE presses against her eyes 
to stop  

the falling tears.) 
 

LINDA: Oh Christine. What’s going on? (realizes) I mean—I’m sorry. Am I prying? I don’t mean to pry. 
 

CHRISTINE: No. No. I don’t mind. I am just having a hard time with everything. I’m having marital issues, 
which stems from emotional issues, and… I don’t know. 

 
(LINDA doesn’t say anything for a while and just simply places a gentle hand on CHRISTINE’S back.) 
 
LINDA: Listen, Christine, I don’t know what you’re struggling with, but don’t worry about the children’s 
department… 

 
CHRISTINE: No, it’s not that. There’s just so much I don’t know how to say. 
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LINDA:  (cautiously) Do you—want to talk about it? 
 

CHRISTINE: I guess it’s time to talk with someone. I mean, my husband knows, but he really doesn’t 
know how to handle it. 

 
LINDA: What’s going on? 

 
CHRISTINE: Mental struggles. Marriage problems. Intimacy issues. 

 
LINDA: Okay? 

 
CHRISTINE: And it’s not my husband really. He’s a good man. (sighs heavily) But uh…I’m an incest 
survivor, and I have never personally dealt with things in my past.  

 
LINDA: (compassionately) Oh, honey, I’m so sorry… 
 
CHRISTINE: Yeah, um… my father began sexually abusing me at ten years old. My parents had a very 
nasty divorce when I was around seven. My father actually kidnapped me and my brother—moved us 
out of state. During that time, my mother died of alcohol poisoning, and we never saw her again.  
 
Anyway, my father was physically and emotionally abusive. We were not allowed to have friends, to go 
over to anyone’s house or have anyone come to ours. My dad made sure to keep us isolated.  
 

(rises and walks to the window as though to create distance) 
 
When I was ten, he began coming into the bathroom when I showered. He told me that he needed to 
wash my back because I couldn’t reach it. I wasn’t allowed to ever lock my doors. Then, it wasn’t long 
before he was entering into my room.  
 
LINDA: Oh Christine— 
 
CHRISTINE: Pretty much, I was his slave; made to cook, clean, and have sex with him. In fact, he told me 
that that was all I was good for. 

 
LINDA: (gasps) That had to be awful to grow up like that.  
 
CHRISTINE: It was, but it was also all I knew. Whenever my dad had a girlfriend, the abuse somewhat 
stopped. And I loved those times, because I also had a mother figure, which I needed. But when things 
went south with his lady friends, and it always did because of how he was, Dad would start abusing me 
again. 

 
LINDA: How long did this go on? 

 
CHRISTINE: Until I was fifteen. I happened to watch a talk show on incest survivors, and only then did I 
understand that what I was being made to do was wrong. I meant it felt wrong the whole time, but I 
didn’t know it was a crime.  
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