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All performances for any audience (classroom/auditorium/paying/nonpaying) must
have applied for a performance license and paid performance fees in advance of
production.

CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that performance of
DADDY’S SILHOUETTE, hereinafter known as Play, is subject to payment of a royalty
unless written permission is given waiving such fee. The Play is fully protected under
the copyright laws of the United States of America, and of all countries covered by the
International Copyright Union (including the Dominion of Canada and the rest of the
British Commonwealth), and of all countries covered by the Pan-American Copyright
Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention, and the Berne Convention, and of all
countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations. All rights,
including professional/amateur stage rights, motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public
reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all other forms of
mechanical or electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-Il, DVD, information storage
and retrieval systems and photo-copying, and the rights of translation into foreign
languages, are strictly reserved. Particular emphasis is placed upon the matter of
readings, permission for which must be secured from the Author in writing.

Digital versions cannot be added to a free or paid online library or website, in any
format, with or without member access without the publisher’s permission.

No changes in the script are permitted without written permission by the publisher or
playwright. Making changes in a published play without permission is a violation of
Federal copyright law, punishable fine and/or imprisonment. For permission please
email Blue Moon Plays at info@bluemoonplays.com.
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CHANGES TO SCRIPT

Copyright law prevents this script from being copied or altered in any way by any
technical or digital means. There may be no changes made to the script including but
not limited to casting or dialogue without permission of the publisher and/or
playwright.

No changes in the script are permitted without written permission by the publisher or playwright. Making
changes in a published play without permission is a violation of Federal copyright law. For permission
please email Blue Moon Plays at info@bluemoonplays..com.

PERFORMANCE/READING OF SCRIPT

This script is licensed for production by blue moon plays. It may NOT be performed or
read aloud in any way (with or without admission fees) in a classroom, around a table,
in front of a non-paying audience without a performance fee, which varies.

For any performance, you must apply for and purchase performance rights: in class, in
school, for educational purposes, for paying or nonpaying audiences of any size, as a
concert reading or a staged reading.

Anyone receiving permission to produce the Play is required to give credit to the Author as
sole and exclusive Author of the Play on the title page of all programs distributed in
connection with performances of the Play and in all instances in which the title of the Play
appears for purposes of advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploiting the Play and/or a
production thereof. Author’s name must be one-half the size of the title.

All performances and/or readings of this script, whether or not admission fees are required,
must apply for and receive a Performance License. There is a flat 100 fee if you wish to live
stream performance.

Special Considerations:
Small-group readings around a table or in the classroom:

e If you are planning to use this script FOR CLASSROOM USE, you must purchase
scripts for the members of your class or group. These may be purchased as a
downloadable PDF (class/group study pack) which may be printed for that class
only.

e If you are a small group doing private play readings for YOUR OWN
ENTERTAINMENT or for a SMALL SENIOR ACTIVITY GROUP, you must purchase
the number or scripts required by the characters: these may be purchased as a
multi-copy download which will give you a printable script that you may copy for
that reading only.

Video Taping
One video tape may be made for archival purposes only.
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Livestreaming
Livestreaming is permissible with an additional fee.

Digital versions cannot be added to a free or paid online library or website, in any
format, with or without member access, without the publisher’s permission.

TO PERFORM THIS PLAY

You must buy sufficient scripts for the cast + 3, apply for performance rights, pay the
performance fee, and receive a performance license.

To purchase scripts:

® Purchase sufficient printed hard copies (one for each cast member, plus 3 for the crew) -
an automatic 10 percent discount is applied to multiple printed hardcopies at the point of ordering.
or
® Purchase a Multicopy PDF which allows you to print sufficient copies of this script (one for each
cast member, plus 3 for the crew). Click Return to Merchant to download your printable PDF. A
link to the download will also be emailed to you, along with a link to the application for
performance license.

To apply for a Performance License, go to the Product Page of the play and fill out and submit the
application form.

To pay the Performance Fee, simply pay the invoice you will be emailed when we receive your
application for performance.

Your Performance License for your requested dates will be emailed to you.

All scripts and licenses shall be obtained at Blue Moon Plays at www.havescripts.com

If you wish to make changes in the script of any kind, you must receive permission from the publisher or
the playwright. Permission is usually granted readily when schools or theaters face casting problems and
the changes do not affect the quality or intent of the original.

For information, visit www.havescripts.com;
email info@bluemoonplays.com
or call 757-816-1164
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CHARACTERS

NARRATOR: The voice of a mature African American woman, approximately fifty years
old.

QUIANA: A twenty-one-year-old, wide-eyed, African American girl with multiple anxiety
disorders. She wears a night shirt and pajama pants.

TOMMY: A twenty-four-year-old, easy-going male, wearing a Navy uniform.

SCENE: There is a basic layout of a modest LIVING ROOM setting in ANYWHERE, USA; a sofa,
coffee table, end table with lamp, and lounge chair sitting off to the side.

TIME: The past.

SETTING: We begin in the crevices of QUIANA’s memory in a dark bedroom of an urban
apartment. The year is 1972.

AT RISE: Scene begins in darkness, a spotlight shines on a crib. We hear the sound of a two-year
old crying.

NARRATOR (V.0.)
| heard it said that one’s first memory sets the theme for their life. In my first memory, I'min a
crib, haunted by the night, and I’'m screaming out for someone to save me from the darkness.
(We see the silhouette of a man in the doorway.)

| see the shadow of a man who | recognize to be my father. | believe that he’s coming to save
me from this terrifying feeling of aloneness, and for a moment, | stopped crying.

(The crying whimpers to a pause.)
| can tell by his demeanor that the crying annoys him, but | hoped that he will swoop me up in his
arms and take me to where the light is on the other side of the door.
(Lights go out with the sound of a door
slammed shut. There is complete
darkness, and we hear the child scream
louder in desperation.
Instead, my father shut the door. He shut the door--leaving me in complete, utter darkness—
without his comfort, without his love, without his protection. From that first moment of
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consciousness, my life was one desperate search for the refuge of a father, the love of a man,
the love of anyone.

(Lights rise in the LIVING ROOM. TOMMY enters onstage with QUIANA
hanging onto his leg, TOMMY drags her across the room.)

TOMMY: Quee, | gotta go.

QUIANA: Please stay.

TOMMY: | can’t stay.

QUIANA: (still holding onto TOMMY’S leg) You can call in sick.

TOMMY: | can’t call in sick with the Navy. Please let me go.

QUIANA: (stubbornly) No. Don’t leave me.

TOMMY: (tugging to get away) Please, Baby. Let me go.

QUIANA: Fine.
(She lets him go, rises and races to grab his keys off the side table.)

TOMMY: Quee, give me my keys.

QUIANA: No. (puts keys behind her back) Stay with me.

TOMMY: | love you, but | have to go to work.
(TOMMY reaches for the keys as QUIANA holds them behind her back.
TOMMY wrestles her for the keys as QUIANA grips them tighter and
screams out.)

QUIANA: (losing grip of the keys) NO!
(TOMMY manages to grab the keys and QUIANA takes a wild swing at
him. He ducks and she misses. She swings wildly with the other fist.
TOMMY catches that hand and maneuvers her into a tight hold.
QUIANA tries with all her might to break through.)

NARRATOR (V.0.): My father was physically abusive to my mother, so | learned early that love

equaled pain. He was a product of his surroundings, a man of the streets--a drinker, user,

womanizer, brawler. And although his presence in my life was sporadic, when | became a
woman, | invited the same cycle of abuse into my own marriage.
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